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CHAP. XX
The Trial.
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BAILEY, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR: JO

Startled by some deer, which rose up sud-
denly out of the long fern, which od‘mv thick
mngthamktreea,thelﬂmﬂn!l set his

forefeet in the middle of and came
down on his head, throwing his heavy rider
heavily on the hard-frozen ground.

A dislocated shoulder was the cousequenee ;
and, though it was speedily reduced, and no ill
consequences followed, the su declared
that it was impossible that the haight should
support his armor, or wield a sword, within two
months; and thus, perforce, Guendolen had her
way; and it was decided that Aradas should be
admitted to the perilous distinetion of main-
taining the charge, in the wager of battle.

Strange times! when to be permitted to en-
gage in a conflict, in which there was no alter-
uative but victory, or infamy and death, was
esteemed a fuvor, and was sought for, as a boon,
not by strong men and soldiers only, but by
dﬁcﬂt& and gentle girls, in behalf of their be-
trothed lovers, as a mode of winning los on
earth, and glory everlasting in the heavens.

Yet 80 it was; and when it was told to Guen-
dolen, that her lover was nominated to that
dreadful enterprise, a blush, indeed, mantled
to her cheek, and a thrill ran through all her
quivering frame, and an unbidden tear trembled
in her beautiful clear eye; but the blush, and
the thrill, and the tear, were of pride and ex-
citement, not of fear or compassion; and the
lady never slept sounder or more sweetly than
on that eventful night, when she learned that,
beyond a peradventure, her true love would be
sleeping, within ten little days, under a bloody
and dishonorable sod, or living, the winner of
those golden spurs and of her own peerless
beauties.

There was, however, a strange mixture of
simple and fogvent faith in those days, with an
infinitely larger amount of coarse and open
wickedness, violence, and vice, than, perhaps,
ever prevailed in any other age. And while
the moral restraint on men’s conduct and ac-
tions, arising from a sense of future responsi-
bility and retribution, was vastly inferior to
what now exists, owing to the open sale of in-
dulgences, ahsolutions, and dispensations, and
the other abominable corruptions of the Ro-
mish chureh, the belief in temporal judgments,
and the present interference of divine justice
in the affairs of men, was almost universal.

Infidelity in those days was a madness utterly
unknown; and an atheist, materialist, or any
Ehnse of what we now call a free-thinker, would

ave been regarded with greater wonder than
the strangest physical monster. It is not too
much to say, that there were not in that day
twenty men in England, who did not believe in
the real efficacy 0{;" the ordeals, whether by wa-
ter, fire, or battle, in discovering the truth, or
one in a thousand who would not Le half de-
feated, before entering the lists, by the belief
that God was fighting against him, or strength-
ened to victory by the confidence that his cause
was just.

One of these one men in a thousand it was,
however, about to be the fortane of Aradas de
Rateliffe to encounter, in the person of Sir
Foulke d'Oilly ; but this he neither knew, nor
would have thought of twice, had he known it.
However hardened the heart of his adversary
might be by the petrifying effects of habitual
vice, however dulled his conseience by impuni-
ty and arrogance and selfrelying contumacy,
his own was so strongly panoplied in conscious
honesty, so bucklered by confidence in his own
good cause, so puissant by faith in God, that
he no more feared what the might of that bad
man could do against him, than he doubted the
creed of Christ and his holy Apostles.

Nor less was the undoubting assurance of
the lady of his love, in whom, to her faith in
divine justice, to her absolute conviction of
d'Oilly’s damning guilt, was added that over-
weening confidence in her lover’s absolute su-
Eermrit_r, not only to all other men in general,

ut to every other man individually, which was
common to love-sick ladies in those days of
romance and chivalry.

But we must not anticipate, nor indecd i3
there cause to do so, for the days flew ; until,
after leaving Kendal Castle, the old fortalice of
Yvo de Taillebois, who, coming in with the
Conqueror, had wedded the sister of the Earls
Morcar and Edwin, whence they took their de-
parture as so much nearer to their destination
and travelling four pleasunt winter days round
the head of Morecambe bay, they entered the old
town of Lancaster. Sir Yvo de Taillebois was
borne in a horse-litter, in consequence of his
accident, at the head of a dozen knights, his
vassals, all armed cap-n-pie; and a hundred
spears of men-at-arms followed, with thrice as
many of the already famous Kendal archers,
escorting a long train of litters, conveying the
lady and her female attendants, and a vet
longer array of sumpter mules and pack horses.

The town was already crowded ; but for a

arty so distinguished ns that of Sir Yvo de
T'aillebois, High Sheriff of the Northwestern
counties, and chief local officer of the crown,
apartments were prepared in the castle, adjoin-
ing those of the ﬁigh justiciary and the itiner-
ant, or, as we should now call them, circuit
judges ; while his train easily found quarters,
some among the garrison of which they formed
a part, as of right, and the rest in the vicinity
of the castle.

At an early hour in the merning, preceded
by trumpets and javelin men, clad in all the
magnificence of scarlet and ermine, emblemat-
ic of judicial purity, but unencumbered by the
hideous perukes a{Y horse hair which later ages
have devised for the disfigurement of forensic
djﬁnitariu, the high justiciary, Ranulf de Glan-
ville, followed by his five associate judges, pro-
ceeded to the superb oak-wainscoted and osk-
groined hall, in which it was used to hold the
sittings of “the King’s court,” at that time the
highest tribunal in the realm.

his noble apartment, which was above a
hundred feet in length by half that width, and
measured sixty feet from the floor to the apring
of the open arches, independent of the octagon
lanthorn in the centre, beneath which burned
nearly a ton of charcoal, in a superh brazier
of carved bronze, was crowdedeffom the floor to
the l:lghl, fiying galleries, with all the flower of
the Northern counties, ladies as well as knights
and nobles, attricted by one of those untracea-
ble but ubiquitous rumors, which so often pre-
cede remarkable events, to the effect that some-
thing of more than ordinary moment was like-
ly to occur at the present assize. Among this
noble assemblage, all of whom rose to their
feet, with a heavy rustle of furredand embroid-
ered robes, and a suppressed murmur of ap-
plause, as the judges entered, conspicuous on

and | the right-hand side of the nave was Sir Foulke
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d'Oilly, attended, by two or three barons and
bannerets of his immediate train, and not less
than twenty knights, who held fiefs under him,

What, however, was the astonishment of the

Qeple's Bepartment,
THE EXERCISE OF A RIGHT THE HEST EDV-
Mapisox, La., Feb. 25, 1855,

@ lips; and that he | Truth needs no cloak for its promulgation,
ythat be was compelled to | neither does Lib::-tJforih advancement ; for
st were standing. | Liberty is truth, Slavery is a lie, I agree
' ‘of the assize, notnthmyofmrm&gmﬁih respect
great local to men born in snother clime; but contend,
rred to sat- | that 38 soon as they have been here long

| - :

_the ns of the  enough to qualify them to vote with respect to
excited a X “to secount for the residence, being of the full age of twenty-one
ususual combi of eivil and military pow- | years, they be permitted to take #he oath of
ers on the judicial bench; sud though all man- | citizenship, and vote, and thus be soon §
woflﬂl‘ﬂf!l‘lt_ were afloat, there was pandwwinldtheehﬁin&mdhaunx:
none certainly that near the truth. | standingly, For I have yet to learn that the

On the fourth m ho , the crier, at | foreigner, who collects the little that
command of the court, dled Bir Foulke d'Oilly; | he may possess, and comes to our shores
who, presently appearing, stated that he was | choice, on the account of our institutions, w
there, in of the king's order, to | not be as likely to make & good citizen as one

: I;.:_ea.,_ ' ta the - ion:dfkono born without his consent. It is true,

i @ aliag a fugitive villeym, mae! vole wron the sommence-
who had fled from his manor of wl!theo&ww mt, bu!t, if let alone, wi‘ll?booni vote right;

within the precincts of Sherwood Forest, against
his, Sir Foulke d'Oilly's, will; and wr::’was:;nw
in the custody of the sheriff of the county. He
concluded by appointing Geoffrey Fitz Peter
and William of Tichborne, two sergeants, learn-
ed in the law, as his counsel.

The sheriff of the county was then called into

con.rk to produce the body of the person at issue,
and Keuric was placed at the bar, his bondsmen
surrendering him to take his trial,
. Sir Yvo de Taillebois then stated the prelim-
inary proceedings, the arrest of Kenric by sei-
zure, his purchasing a writ de libertate proban-
da; and that, whereas he, the sheriff, might not
try that question in his court, it was now brought
up before the Eyre of justices for trial.

Kenrie was then called upon to plead, which
he did, by claiming to be a freeman, and desi-
ring liberty to prove the same before God and
a jury of his countrymen.

The ulieriﬂ' was t‘lixereupnn commanded to
empannel a jury; and this was s ily accom-
plished, twe “rym“ being selecmn{i sworn,
six of whom were belted knights, two esquires
of Norman birth, and four Saxon Franklins, as
they were now termed, who would have been
thanes under their ancient dynasty, all free and
lawfal men, and sufficient to form a jury.

Then, the defendant in the suit being a poor
man, and of no substance, counsel, skilled in
the law, were assigned him by the court, Thom-
as de Curthose, and Matthew Gourlay, that he
might have fair show of justice; and so the tri-
al was ordered to proceed.

Then Geoffrey Fitz Peter rose and opened
the case by stating that they should prove the
person at the har to be a serf, known as * Ead-
wulf the Red,” who has escaped from the manor
of his lord at Waltheofstow, in Sherwood For-
est, aﬁsmat his lord’s will, on the thirteenth day
of July last passed ; that he had killed a deer,
with & cross bolt, on that same day, in the for-
est between Turgoland and Bolterstone; and
afterward murdered the bailiff of the manor of
Waltheofstow, as aforesaid, with a similar
weapon, at or mear the same place, which
weapons would be produced in court, and iden-
tified by comparison with corresponding weap-
ons, and the arbalast to which they 1iualmlg,
found in the possession of the prisoner, when
taken at Kentmere in Westmoreland ; that he
had bLeen hunted hot-foot, with bloodhounds,
through the forest, and across the moors to the
Lancaster sands, when he had escaped onl
by the aid of the fatal and furious tide whic
had overwhelmed the pursuing horsemen : that
he bad been seen to land on the shore of West-
moreland, by & party of the pursuers, who had
escaped the flood tide by skirting the coast
line, and had been traced, foot by foot, by re-
port of the natives of the country, who had
beard of the arrival of a fugitive serf in the
neighborhood, until he was captured in a cot-
mFu beside Kentmere, on the tenth day of Oc-
tober of this present year. And to prove this,
he called Sir Foulke d'Oilly.

He, being sworn, testified that he knew, and
had often seen, his serf “ Eadwulf the Red,” on
his manor of Waltheofstow, and full y believed
the person at the bar to be the man in ques-
tion. He had joined the pursuers of the fugi-
tive on the day after the catastrophe of lie
sauds, had been engaged in tracing him to the
cottage on Kentmere, and fully believed the
person eaptured to be the same who was traced
upward from the sands. Positively identified
and swore to the person at the bar, as the man
captured on the tenth day of October, and to
the crossbow and bolts produced in court, and
branded with the name “ Kenric,” as taken in
his possession.

Being cross-examined, he could not swear

itively to n:L{ personal recollection of the
eatures of “ Eadwulf the Red,” or that the per-
son at the bar was the man, or resemiled the
man, in question. Believed him to be the man
Eadwulf, because it was the general impression
of his people that he was so.
_ Thomas de Curthose said : “ This, my Lords,
is mere hearsay, and stands for nought.” And
Sir Ranulf de Glanville bowed his head and re-
plied, “ Mcn;-i;‘ for nought.”

Then Sir Foulke d'Oilly, being asked how,
when he assumed this person’s name to be
Eadwulf, he ascribed to him the ownership of
weapons stamped “ Kenric,” he replied, that
* Kenric " was a name prepared aforchand, to
avert suspicion, and assumed by Eadwulf, so to
avoid suspicion.

Being asked where he showed that Eadwulf
had assumed such other name, or that the

name “ Kenric"” had ever been assumed by |TOU

oue truly named “Eadwulf,” he replied, that
“it was probable.”
_ Thomas de Custhose said, “ that is mere con-
jecture.”
And, again, the justiciary assented.
[kEMAINDER OF cHAP. XX 1N OUR NEXT.]

For the National Era.

SUBMISSION.
BY E. JESSUP EAMES.

The rapiare of the Human Love has vanished—

No time or change can e'er that dream restore her:
The memory of the Past will not be banished,

But in it morning brightness stands hefore her
Clear and distinet. mid vain regrets sweep o'er her,

Till she is fain to shed such pitying 1ears

As Sorrow weeps through many mortal years!
But God was mercifal ; for she could pray,

And at his feet her human weakness cast!
Albeit a great grief shadowed her alway.

Her restless heart founid Heaven's deep peace at last!
Take thus thy lot upon thee, suffering friend,
Enduring patiently until the end.

ARSWER TO CHARADE,

Tb the Editor of the National Era :
If yon have no better solution of the Charade
ublished in the Era of March 1, 1855, the fol-
owing is at your service.
The rising sun, from his efulgent heams,
Pours warmth and radiance on the world below;
The *sounding Sea” with answering beauty gleama,
And all its sparkling waves resound and glow,
Beneath that azure dome, the o'erarching sky,
Whose * lofty pillnrs " reach to worlds on high.

When. in their tarn, * the evening shades prevail,”
And the fair moon comes forth serenely bright,

The dimpling waves with silvery foam are pale,
And all their erests are tipped with crystal light.

assembly, when, after the guard of pensioners
in royal livery, armed with h-llileru, which fol-
the j Clarencieux, :f&mu, in
his magnificent costume, by six pur-
suivants, in their tabards, with trumpets, made
in the nave, and then two per-
de Bohun, Lord
W-r:;ne,Eaﬂ

England, indieating eir
ence that the court, about to be ‘OYHEE

vo

ongofe_hiv:ﬁuvdlujuﬁeo.

b other officers of the fol-
lowed in the order; the justiciary and other hi
thrice, and, with the usual ities, “the
King's Court

At 1 by their queen’s resistiess force,
They follow evermore her ceaseless eourse.

Man “looked on Eden, in her vernal prime "—
A few short years, his bright, lnxarioos home ;
Man “watehes now the sars of every clime,”
And, led by Scienee, through the heavens enn roam.
Man—the Historian, Artist, Poet, Sage—
Records the deeds of every passing age.

The hardy Seaman, through the stormy duy,
‘Wresties with furious waves, by fieree winds driven ;
As night draws near, the tempest dies away,
And opens 10 his view a glimpse of heaven.
He hails the beacon light that shines afar,
And thanks the Almighty for the guiding star.

Boston, March 12, 1855,

and the foreigner as soon as the other—for the
love of Li is implanted in the bosom of
each individual by nature, as well the foreigner
as the home born. Yours, &¢.,

Browxer Woonmax.

THEY WILL BE TRUE.
, Mass., Feb. 28, 1855.

I have not joined the Know Nothings, as
some of my Free Democratic brethren have
done; and I carmot but think that, after delib-
erate consideration, and on witnessing further
developments, they will find that the new move-
ment 18 not what they subscribed for. The
slaveholders and their minions often seem to
be divided, when they are really agreed; and
while some of them ostensibly espouse Know
Nothingism, and others in like manuner oppose
it, none of them care a fig about it, except as
it may serve to turn attention from the giant
evil of Slavery, and the monstrous strides of
the Slave Power. They will agree that the
new movement shall have free course, and will
think it “a pretty tub for the whale to play
with,"” while they waich their chance to strike
their harpoon into the vitals of Freedom.

I am in daily eonversation with Free Demo-
crats who have joined the Know Nothings, and
I am glad to hear them say, that in no event
will they forsake Freedom, or cease from their
opposition to the encroachments of the Slave
Power. They express an utter loathing of
Sam Houston's late address at Boston, and
spurn him as a Presidential candidate.

If this Sam has any aspirations for the oc-
cupation of the White House, he has made a
mistake in opening his mouth as he did in
Boston. His chance would have been better
if he had kept mum, as Old Zach did, and let
his friends keep the proof of his opinions in
their breeches pockets. Yours,

NO PROSCRIPTION.
, Mass., Feb. 26, 1855,

I am sorry that any, professing to be the
friends of Freedom, shourd withdraw their pa-
tronage from you, because you dissent from the
Know Nothing movement. They should never
do so until you are fal.e to Freedom. They can-
not do so consistently until they become false
to that sacred cause. I will believe that magy
who have thus struck a blow at the existence
of the Fra, have done the thing without a calm
and deliberate jodgment; for they must see
the importance of such a paper in the Federal
city; and, as much as they approve of the new
and sudden movement, they cannot depend
upon the Organ, to fight the battles of Free-
dom in the heart of the nation. I deem it the
duty of every friend of Freedom to support
the Era,if he has the ability, however on other
points he may dissent from the editor. 1 do
rot agree with you in all things, neither do I
like all things in the New York Tribune ; yet
I must have both pupers ; I cannot do without
them. I must not fail to give them my pa-
tronage. I must sustain them for Freedom's
sake.

You are told by your friends, that you must
suffer the fate of all reformers, and “ take joy-
fully the spoiling of your goods;" but let
them see to it that, while others withdraw sup-
port, they do not withhold it; that they hold up
your hands in this day of rebuke and blasphe-
my. Faithfully, yours,

BRIEFLY TORTRAYED.

President Blanchard, of Galesburgh College,
Illinois, writes to us:

The Know Nothing movement is a medley
of absurdity, contradiction, and sin, It is ab-
surd to give to a grave political and proseript-
ive party a title, such as would be selected for
merriment by & court fool or buffoon. Itis a
contradiction of ideas, at least, to pretend pro-
tection of American institutions by a sacrifice
of American principles, and secrecy in matters
of common concernment is nof an American

rinciple. It is an original element of Jesuit-
15m ; but the men who founded our institutions
commenced by an open appeal to the world. It
is sin, also; for concealing their counsels from
their fellow-citizens, while they are seeking to
possess and exercise the civil administration
over us, and thus govern our persons and tax
our property, ia8 a fraud upon us. It is peac-
ticing the policy of war in time of peace, and
treating their fellow-citizens who are not in
their secrets, as one opiosing army treats an-
other. But these thoughts are familiar to you.
I intended merely to write a private note, to bid
God speed, and to assure you that multi-
tudes look on with admiration, if they do not
help you in your cool and quiet sacrifices, for
the principles which really shelter us all. Pray-
ing and hoping that this attempt to mislead
American philtnthropy and patriotism from its
opposition to its chief and most dangerous an-
tagonist, the slave power, I heartily pray God
to bless you and yours. I remain your old
friend, J. Brascuarp.

HOW THE LECTURE WAS RECEIVED.
ManvLsoro', Mass.,, Feb. 24, 1854,

We have just had a lecture from Gen. Hous-
ton, on Slavery, and a more miserable apology
or defence for Slavery has never been made by
any man of his standing, not even Dr. Adams
himself. If the General had been as suddenly
converted to the Apti-Slavery cause as he was
to the Baptist faith, (which I say without re-

oach,) he would have been a prominent can-

idate for the Presidency in the coming con-
test. If he had taken the ground of no more
slave States or Territory, and been in favor of
restoring the Missouri Compromise, with the
opposition he made last winter to its
and the defence of the New England 5«,;;, i
think his chance was best (as yet) to get the
nomination in '56. But I think the Presidency
will not be “thrust upon” him. He his anx-
ious for them, the slaves, to become religions;
but not long ago, we read of a woman bein
sent to prison for learning the slaves tg mﬁ
the Bible. I have not time to say more, only
we like to have such lectures as the General's’;
it's worth more to the Anti-Slavery cause than
half & dozen from other sources,

FROM KENTUCKY.
Scarrorp Caxe Post Orrc
Rockeastle Co., Y-
I wish to say that I have examined carefully
everything both pro and con. in your desirable
per concerning Know Nothingism, and I am

to confess, as a subseriber that I am satis- | fiem.

fied your position is correct. If this is & free
Government, let us be free—yes, let all men be

versal freedom is my motto. Iama
native-born Kentuckian, m father's mother was

of Virginia, and he a revolutionary soldier, and

¢ for ; and may I ever be found on
the side of F m, universal Freedom.)
1 have pre some five or six subscribers for

e
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Al S b L 3
‘were it not for the man-fearing spirit, there would
be many more. ; .

P. 8. Two years when we first- com-
menced openly advocating the cause of univer-
| Freedom, we were threatened with violence,
aod it was almost at the risk of our lives we did
it; b;;&ﬂmﬂnbe to God, the sceneis changed;

- every talk and discuss the sub-
ject openly everywhere.
BOOTH AND RYECROFT.
Hussarp, Trumsvnr Co., Ounro,
February 5, 18535,

Your several epistles of the 1st inst. T duly
received, and observe that S. M. Booth and
Jokn R have been fined and imprisoned,
onein $1,000, the latter in $200.

Cannot the Free Democracy of the United
States do something in this matter, and relieve

m Fﬂ)’iug this $1,200, by raising the
mount? If the Catholics of Ireland raised
over £20,000, by what was termed the ¢ Catho-
Tid rent,” at'a penny per week, to obtain and
nd their rights during the struggle in the
nt for lie Emancipation,
the Free Democracy can raise this trifle. They
can do it,and more. It should be $5,000, so
a8 to remunerate these men for their lost time.
&e. If this idea meets your views, let us hear
from you, stating how you think best to pro-
ceed in the matter. In these hard times, it
may be thought there could not be much done.
Let every man give what he can spare. T have
not much to give ; if it should be but the wid-
ow's mite, who knows but there may be a bless-
ing with it? Yours, respectfully,
A Protestaxt Inismmax,
The Editors of the Independent, New York
gfty, have already announced their willingness
to receive and forward contributions in the
case alluded to. Our correspondent will please

send ,hu he has to them.—Ed. Era.

MR. DOUGLAS WRONG—ILLINOIS RIGHT.

" .

Prixcerow, Bureav Co., Invvors,

March 7, 1855.
¢ In a recent number of your paper, speaking
of a tion introduced into the late Legisla-
ture of lllinois, which resolution required color-
ed persons to produce certificates of freedom
hefore being allowed to travel on the cars, you
ask, “Did the old dynasty “ever do anything
meaner?” Let me correct the evident misap-
rrallenson of the Kra, by stating that the reso-
usion referred to was introduced by a Nebraska
Democrai, and it did not pass the House. No
Republican or anti-Nebraska Whig or Democrat
voted for it, at least so I recollect it.

It seems to be a question with Senator Doug-
lag and with some rather nervous papers, wheth-
er the election of Mr. Trumbull is to be attrib-
uted to Anti-Slavery or to what is termed Know
Nothingism. If the latter element exerted any
inflnence in the Senatorial election, or in any
other matter before the Legislature, I was igno-
rant of it. It is true, it might have been done
and I not know it, but I think I was as favora-
bly situated to know it as those a thousand miles
off. We did not do all that could be desired in
the cause of Freedom, but what we did do was
genuine. ““Nec deus intersil, nisi nodus dei
dignus,” which means, being interpreted, do not
scare up the ghost of Know Nothingism when
there is no call for it. It would no doubt be
very pleasant, or at least desirable, for him, if
Senator Donglas could take home the “flatter-
ing unction ” that it was not Anti-Slavery that
defeated him. But he cannot escape in this
way. He will not be allowed to dodge the issue.
He must meet the friends of Freedom opposed
to the Nebragka fraud, in the futnre great bat-
tle in this State, It isindeed possible that JKnow
Nothingism defeated Shields; but if 8o, it wasin
the ranks of the unterrified Democracy, the fast
friends of Senator Douglas.

On the whole, I think that the Era can be
comforted concerning Anti-Slavery in Illinois,
that it will still be loyal to the cause of Free.
dom. OwexN Lovesoy,

ESER

A CLEAR FIELD AND FAIR FIGHT.
Harmox, Wasaixerox Co., Ouro,
February 27, 1855,

1 see that our friend, George Orr, of Phila-
delphia, foels badly about your defending the
Catholics. Now, I am Protestant enough to
let the Catholics and everybody else have a fair
ghake in this world. I am not willing to let
any one be persecuted for opinion’s sake ; 1 say,

ive them and all a “ clear field and fair fight.”
t appears to me that some of our good friends
are doing the very thing they complain of the
Catholics for.” I go for “equal and exact jus-
tice to all.,” including the niggers.
D. Purxawm, Jr.

A KNOW NOTHING.
Pawrvexer, R. I, March 5, 1855.

I belong to the Know Nothing organization ;
but I heartily endorse nearly all that you have
written concerning them, as far as my informa-
tion i8 concerned. Go ahead in your bold ex-
positions of the tendencies 6f the organization,
and the editors of the Fra and Trilbune will
have oceasion to know, ere long, that the seeds
of truth and freedom, thus fearlessly thrown
into their camp, have produced such fruits as
will annihilate their plans and purposes.

A Lover or Ricnr,

ANOTHER OF THE PROSCRIBED
Lockeorr, March 7, 1855,

Your course on Know Nothingism is right.
Those papers that formerly were strong Anti-
Slavery, and are now dumb, or advocate the
gecret Order, only show to the world that their
Anti-Slavery principles were rather of a mush-
room growth. What consistency is there in
advocating the rights of Africans and their de-
scendants, and at the same time proscribe Eu-
ropeans? Wonder if the blood of the Pilgrim
Fathers has been entirely wasted, or does so
small a portion of it continue to trickle through
the veins of the Bay State population, that they
forget that' their fathers flew from their native
land, to enjoy in the wilderness of America the
privileg® of worshipping God after the dictates
of their own consciences. It is not that her
population is ignorant of these facts, but reli-

ious prejudice has blinded them ; and althougle

Vilson is elected Senator, and our Aunti-Sla-
very brethren rejoice over it, yet one of two
things he will have to do—he must be Pro-Sla-
very, or Anti-Know Nothing. The charter
election was held yesterday, for our thrifty vil-
lage population, which is about 12,000. It is
the county seat and the headquarters of the
secret order. All the other petty lodges look to
the grand sachems of our village for direction,
when any difficult question is to be solved—
such, for instance, ag prescribing the necessary
medicine from the drug shop at headquarters
to all the disaffected. But with all this, our
ticket was elected, except one officer, by hand-
some majorities.

Yours, for the human brotherhood, except-
ing no clime or color. Ax Inisuyas,

COUNTER TESTIMONY.

= Porrsrows, Moxtcomery Co., Pa.

Your friends and patrons in this region are,
I think, much pleased with your views on the
subject of the Know Nothing organization, and
very few, if any, of them, have countenanced
tb?[f movement. e b
4 If you think pro lease insert the above,
in answer to Cg:nrlg:ri} in your paper of the
It of March. I am well acquainted with most
of your subscribers, and know whereof I af-

Yours, P.

GROWING WARM.

: Hanrvaap, Mass., Feb. 27, 1855.
1 have been a subscriber to and reader of

your paper from its commencement to the pres-
ent hm.n? and have felt well satisfied its
able judicious course ns an Anti-Slave

service you had rendered the Anti-Slavery cause,
we renewed our subscription, thinking that
although you might not see with us in re, to
the American party, you would, after having
fully expressed your own views of it, at least see
the propriety of letting it alone. Bnt, sir, when
you undertake to insult your readers by filling
your columns with the Jesuitical lies of an
avowed member of the Charch of Rome—a part,
if not all, of whose creed, as you know, or ought
tu know, is to lie to and deceive the rest of the
world—and then say to ﬁ‘_uur readors, as you did
in your last number, * We were glad to see such
an aray of evidence by an American Catholic,”
dec., what are we to think? For one, I would
azk, are yon a member of that abominable and
deceitful Church? Or do you take your readers
to be so ignorant or stupid as to be imposed
upon by such testimony? If the latter, let me
say, that, so far as T am acquainted with them,
they are not only men of good common sense,
but strong Anti-Slavery men, who (notwith-
standing youar insinuations) have taken no oaths
or obligations that will in the least degree con-
fliet with their duties or actions as such: and
are as strongly’ anll conscientiously auti-Papal,
and are also as fully determined to resist its
designs and encroachments.

In conclusion, let me say, that althongh some
of my remarks may seem severe, they are made
with the kindest of feelings towards you. Bat I
do feel that the Anti-Slavery cause is too holy a
one to be connected with or disgraced by a de-
fance of Rome. And if you feel it to be your
duty to coutinue its defence by publishing in
your columus the lying articles of Jesuits, in the
form of Congressional speeches, T must bid you
welcome to the advance payment you have re-
ceived {rom me for the Era, and request you to
stop sending it. Yours, with respect,

W B, Winraen,

We shall coutinue to do just as we always

have done. Yours, immovably,
(i. BaiLey.
AN OLD SOLDIER'S OPINION
New Yonrg, Feb. 13, 1855,

I cannot but repeat my gratification with
your exposures, from time to time, of the prin-
ciples and measures of the Kunow Nothings. A
mora thoroughly Anti-Protestant, Anti-Repub-
lican, Anti-American, Anti-Christian, and Anti-
Abolition movement, could hardly have been
devised. Yours, truly, Wa. Gooperr.

CONFIDENCE IN FREE-SOILERS IMPAIRED.
SrewantsviLLe, WestMoreLanp Co., Pa,,
March 1, 1855.

The gentleman known as “Sam ™ has a
large number of friends in this county, who
nearly spoiled the ealeulations of the Democ-
racy last October. Antecedent to that elee-
tion, the Old Line Democracy usually had from
1,500 to 2,100 majority ; but, after hard fight-
ing on the part of his friends, Bigler had the
trementous majority of tuirty vofes ! while the
county Know Nothing ticket was only from 100
%0 500 of being elected. Anti-Slavery men in
this country have always been like “angels’
vigits.” I believe we gave Hale 120 votes;
and, to the best of my knowledge, a large num-
ber of these are now Know Nothings. But of
one thing | am certain: they did naot leave their
Anti-Slavery principles behind, when they en-
tered the lodge : and whenever they are ealled
upon to vote for a Slavery Propagandist, they
will decline doing any such damnable thing.
Indeed, 1 think by the time they read a few
more numbers of the Organ and the Crusader,
they will tarn their backs upon the thing,

I am no Know Nothing: T do not believe in
them. The seem to like Satan reforming sin.
Their organizatien is no better than the Jesu-
its ; and 1 am sorry that Anti-Slavery men,
who profess to believe that * all men are ereated
frea and equal,” will uphold an organization
that is avowedly designed to deprive an honest,
well-meaning class of men of the privilege of
equality. An energetic old party man re-
marked in my hearing, the other day, that he
had less confidence than ever in the Free-Soil-
ers ; they would deprive honest white men of
the right of suffrage, and place them upon an
equality with blacks—for whom he thought
they have not as much good feeling as they
pretend.  And 1 thought he was mnear about
correct—helieving, as I do, that the genuine
Anti-Slavery man pays no regard to eolor,
clime, or birth. ‘

MUM.

Liva, Anvex Co., 0., Feb. 23, 1855.
Know Nothingism is now going up here, but
had the people light upon the subject, it would
soon come down. We have two Republican
papers in the county, but they are mum upon
the subject, except to occasionally praise the
Know .-{'(lth[u;:.-t. or rather give favorable ex-

tracts from other papers. A.B. W,

OVER CONFIDENT.
Benrever, Saxpusky Co., Omo,

Feliruary 218, 1853,
As a friend I write you, laying compliments
aside. I am a subscriber to the Era, which is a
wolcome weekly visiter to my house and desk,
but you or me are wofully mistaken on some
political points,  You say that the new organi-
zation, Know Nothings, are pro-slavery, even
up to the Whigs and Democrats, or that they
passed similar resolutions to the Baltimore plat-
form, at their Cineinnati Convention. But, to
be brief on the subject, I tell you that that is
not the fact, but the reverse. I know a dele-
gate to that Convention, and what he knows,
that 1 know concerning the Convention ; and
you are harming the glorious cause of Free-
dom, by peddling the trash of outsiders in your
columns. * For a moment, view the characters
of any or all of the members elected throngh
their influence ; we hold them up to yon as &
spectacle, Even look to their more minor of-
fices, such as Mayors, Aldermen, Justices of
the Peace, and then show me one of their num-
ber that is pro-slavery, if you can find him, in
the North or East or West, and I will then own
the corn, that you are a smarter man than your
correspoudent ; and, while yon are examining,
please keep tally and see if' they are the most
temperate, judicious, and thoroughgoing men,
that have ever been elected in the same space of
time, since you came on the stage of action;
and if so, shape your course as it behooves a
Christian republican to do. They have no
newspaper organ ; and any paper that professes

to be such, put him down as a falsifier.
Yours, &e,, Jawes F. Ssrrm.
S ————

MICHIGAN PERSONAL LIBERTY BILL.

A BILL w protect the Rights and Liberties of the Iuhabit-
ants of this Sute.

The People of the State of Mickigan enact :

8gc. 1. That it shall be the duty of the Pros-
ecuting Attorneys, within their respective coun-
ties, whenever any inhabitant of this State is
arrested or claimed as a fugitive slave, on being
informed thereof, diligently and faithfully to
use all lawful means to protect, defend, and pro-
cure to be discharged, every such person so ar-
rested or claimed as a fugitive slave,

Sgc. 2. All persons so arrested and claimed
as fugitive slaves shall be entitled to all the
benefits of the writ of habeas corpus, and trial

bygury. .

£c. 3. If such writ of habeas corpus shall
be sued out in vacation, and if, upon the hear-
ing of the same, the person imprisoned, arrest-
ed, or claimed as a fugitive slave, shall not be
discharged, such person shall be entitled to an
appeal to the Circuit Court for the county in
which such hearing shall have been had, on
furnishing such bail, and within such time as

the officer granting the writ or hearing the case | pe

shall judge reasonable or proper.

Sec. 4. The Court to which such ap 1is
taken, and any Court to which a writ of habeas
corpus, in behalf of any such person claimed or
aml“dn:;df:giﬁu slave is nadeof mremmahie,
miy; on application of ei party to
a3 Funebmr e R i e e by
jury, on all questions of fact in issue between

ies in the matter aforesaid ; and the tax-
ahle costs of such trial shall be chargeahle to

the State, whenever the same would be otherwise
chargeable to the person arrested or claimed as
a fugitive slave.

Bec. 5. No person so arrested or claimed as
a fugitive slave shall be imprisoned in any jail
or otherlfrison in this State; and any person
having the care or control of any prison, and
permitting the imprisonment of such alleged
fugitive slave thercin, shull be swhjected to the
payment of a fine of not less than five hundred
nor more than one thousand dollars.

Se¢. 6. Every person who shall falsely de-
clare, represent, or pretend, that any free per-
son entitled to freedom is a slave, or owes ser-
viee or labor to any person or persons, with in-
tent to procure, or aid or assist in procuring, the
forcible removal of such free parson from this
State as a slave, shall be imprisoned not less
than three nor more than five years in the State
[:ri.m)ll.

Sec. 7. Every person who shall wrongfully
and maliciously seize, or procure to be seized,
any free person-entitled to freedom, with intent
to have such person held in slavery, shall pay
a fine of one thousand dollars, and be impris-
ouned five years in the State prison.

Sec. 8, In all' cases arising under the pro-
vigions of sections seven and eight of this act,
the truth of any declaration, representation, or

retence, that any person being or having been
in this State, is or was a slave, or owes or did
owe service or labor to any other person or
persons, shall not be proved except by the tes-
timony of at least two credible witnesses, testi-
fying to facts directly tending to establish the
truth of such declaration, pretence, or represent-
ation, or by legal evidence equivalent thereto.

Sgc, 9. No declaration, pretence, or repre
sentation, that any person is or was an appren-
tice for a fixed.term of years, or owes or did
owe service merely as such apprentice for such
fixed term, shall be deemed prohibited by this
act ; and no such declaration, pretence, or rep-
resentation, that any person is or was such an
apprentice for such fixed term, or owes or did
owe service merely as such an apprentice for
such fixed term, shall be liable to any penalty
under this act.

Sec. 10. All acts or parts of acts conflicting
with the provisions of this act are hereby re-
lleﬂ.l“d-

—_——

For the Nauonal Fra.

THE DARKEY'S LAMENT,

BY J. GOLDRICK.

I lived upon the Niger's banuks,
When I was but & ehilil ;

T the rude lite the Niggars lead,
Content and reconeiled

The white man came from land siur
He forced me 1o the soa;

Hix great ship squured her snowy snils,

Al west she bore away.

He lod me o'er the ocean wide,
Where stormy billows roll
Wild were the waves that swept his deck,
But wilder swept my soul ;
He feiched me to his sunny home
a the Mississippi—
He sold me to his Unele Sam,
Who made a slave of me

tireat, glovious, and free!

in the land the white fulks eall

like Least s sold,

’ The lapd where sman
A doomned 1o Slavery !
Would that 1 died in Afniea,

Or hither on the wave
Hefore | reached America,
To be the pluater’s slave

This Kouth's the lnnd of 1y ronn

Where hell's deend monacch reigns ®
There's no soft spo! i man’s proud heart,
Where grows the sugnr vanes

!

nngels, bear it to the
Tu b

That laberty in thess

aven above proelaim,

Is bl an empry nmine |

Wethersfield, Conn.
i 01

BOUNTY LAND LAW.
AN ACT in ad Fiain

0 cerinin

o0 Lo certanl acls granting bounty land

rs nud soldiers who have Leen engaged

io the military seevice of the United States

Be it enacted by the Senate and Howmse of
Representatives of the United States of Ameri-
ca in Congress assembled, That each of the
surviving commissioned and non-commissioned
officers, musicians, and privates, whether of
regulars, volunteers, rangers, or militin, who
were regularly mustered into the service of the
United States, ahd every officer, commissioned
and non-commissioned, seaman, ordinary sea-
man, marine, fotilla-man, elerk, and landsman,
in the navy, in any of the wars in which this
eountry has been engaged since seventeen hun-
dred and ninety, and each of the survivors of
the militia, or volanteers, or State troops of any
State or Territory, called into military service,
and regularly mustered therein, and whose ser-
vices have been paid by the United States, shall
be entitled to receive a certificate or warrant
from the Department of the Interior for one
hundred and sixty acres of land ; and where any
of those who have been so mustered into serviece
and paid shall have received a certificate or
warrant, he shall be entitled to a certificate or
warrant for such quantity of land as will make,
in the whole, with what he may have herctofore
received, one hundred and sixty acres to each
such person having served as aforesaid: Proei
ded, The-person so having been in service shall
not receive gaid land warrant, if it shall appear
by the muster rolls of his regiment or corps
that he deserted or was dishonorably discharged
from service, [rovided, further, That the ben-
efits of this section shall be held to extend to
wagon-masters and teamsters who may have
been employed, under the direction of compe-
tent authority, in time of war, in the transporta-
tion of military stores and supplies.

Sec, 2, dnd be it further enacted, That in
case of the death of any person who, if living,
would be entitled to a certificate or warrant as
aforesaid under this act, leaving a widow, or,
if no widow, a minor child or children, such
widow, or, if no widow, such minor child or
children, shall be entitled to receive a certificate
or warrant for the same quantity of Ian‘i‘lhat
such deceased person would be entitled to féceive
under the provisions of this act, if now living :
Provided, That a subsequent marriage shall not
impair the right of any such widow to such war-
rant, if she be a widow at the time of making
her application: And provided, further, That
those shall be considered minors who are so at
the time this act shall tfke effect,

Sk, 3. And be it further enacted, That in o
case shall any such certificate or warrant be
issued for any service less than fourteen days,
except where the persan shall actually have been
engaged in battle, and unless the party claim-
ing such certificate or warrant shall establish
his on her right thereto by recorded evidence of
said service.

Sec, 4. And be it further enacted, That said
certificates or warrants may be assigned, trans-
ferred, and located by the warrantees, their
assignees, or their heirs-at-law, according to the
provisions of existing laws regulating the assign-
ment, transfer, and location of bounty-land war-
rants.

Bec. 5. And be it further enacled, That no
warrant issued under the provisions of this act
shall be located on any public lands, except
such as shall at the tirtll: subject to sale at
either the minimum or lower uafed prices,

Sec. 6. And be it ﬁn(&rmed, That the
registers and receivers of the several land offi-
ces, shall be severally authorized to charge and
receive for their services in loeating all warrants
under the provisions of this act the same com-

nsation or unnﬁ;to which they are enti-
tled hy law for sales of the public lands, for cash,
at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents
‘per acre; the said compensation to be paid by

or holders of such warrants,

8!6. + And be it _further enacted, That the
I:m of this act and all the bountyland
aws heretofore passed by Congress shall be
extended to Indians, in thé same manver and to
the same extent as if the said Indians had been

white men,

Sec. 8. And be il further enacted, That the
officers and soldiers of the Revolutionary war,
or their widows or minor children, shall be ent
tled to the benefits of this act.

Sec. 9. dnd be it __f'm'ffu" enacled, That the
benefits of this act shall be applied to and em-
brace those who served ns volunteerd at the it
vasion of Plattshurg, in September, eightecn
hundred and fourteen: also at the batle of
King's Mountain, in the R Joat
the battle of Nickojo
savages of the Soutl

Sec. 10, dnd be il further end I That the
provisions of this act shall apply w0 the cha
lains who served with the army in the several
wars of the country, i

Sec, 11, And b {"-f‘.r riher enacted, That the
|ll'l'\i.1'iUl1.‘4 of this act be ;spp]]{-ti to those who
served as volunteerd at the attack on Lewistown,
in Delaware, by the British fleet, in the war ol
eighteen hundred and twelve—fifteen.

A[-]‘lru\'ed. March 3, 1555,

v War, all i.
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[COP'K{QHT BECURED BY THE AUTHOR |
For the Natioun! Fra

THE LEGAL "ENURE OF SLAVERY.
LETTER XXV

STATE OF THE ARGUMENT-THEORIE= OF EX
POSITION—{1.) “STRICT CONSTRUCTION )
“SPIRIT AND INTE RULE OF THE 51
PREME COURT- == w v IHESE FATAL TO
SLAVERY.—Concluded.

Tu the Friends of dmerican Liberty :

3. Modern jurisprudence has endeavored to
elaborate a third rule of constroction, o middle
ground between the two preceding ownes. It
admits that the “intentions” of the partics
must be nscertained, but it allows no search
outside of the mstrument itself, into history or
tradition to prove their intentions.® And instead
ol iusisting, like the * strict-constrnetion " theo

ry, that every word, sylluh letter, of the

instrument must stand « tever the di
crepancy or self-contradiction may be. it di
poses of such cases hy hrineing the ohscurs
and doubtful into the light of the indisputable

and certain, giving the latter its full exercise,
whatever may become of the firmer. It cxal
the declared objects of the instrument above
its incidental details, and either constroes or
displaces them by it. It will allow no lesal in
strament to have & bad meaning, if it will pos
sibly bear an innocent construction. Thougl
it does not recognise the paramount aut
of “self-evident traths,” nor carry out the cor
mon law doetrine, that “ statuntes against fun
damental morality are void,” vet itinsists that
when statesmen aund legislators undertake to
work wickedness in drafting legal documents,
they must not skulk behind ambiyz ;
and ingenious circumlocutions, so as to leave
any possible chance of mistaking their mean
ing. 1f they mean to act the part of depreda
tors upon their species, they must say so openly
and aboveboard, so as to rive fal notice of
their intentions beforchand. they
must be content to let the courts constriue their
language in such & manner as to make patrioty
and honest men of them. The Supreme Cour
of the United States gives expression to
rule in the following langnage, which
we may presume, the prevailing 1
national jurisprudence, on this point
“ Where rights are infringed, where funda
mental principles ave

10us phrases

Otherwise

overthrown, whore

the legislative intention
irresixtible clearness,
ice to suppaose a design to offe

I'he courts, in other words,

throw justice, and promote e
to condemnu the inaoeen 1 gruilty
are not to sulyvert the liberties I counts
nor enthrone dr--~|v tism, unlesr the Const
tions and statutes they administer so
require this at their hands, by explicit lan
that they can put no other intelligible consty
tion npon them!
Now, I undertake to say, that the proper 51
| plication of either of these three thes i
only ones we know .f»‘fr to the Constitntion
the United States, will make it an Anti-Slavery

mmstroment, wn dofo, without any COmpromaey

or -F'lllzl.r:lr:tit--i in favor ol :\'EIH-,.:.‘-‘ and plainly
requiring the Federal Government to “pnn

anty to every State in-this U'nion™ entire ox
emption from any such anti-republican  and

'{(‘hllll[it' “ institution.”
The proof of this will appear, at eve
maining step, M our dise
glance in this letter may suflice to P
er upon the track of testing the trut
statement, for himself, at his leisure,

1. Take up the Constitution and read it, care
fully, from beginning to end, with the theor
and rules of * striet construction ™ di
your mind. Stick ¢losely to the p
of the words. Remember, you |
do now with . the e, wheth
!‘:4|Sln that “the Umion could not have lween
formed withont a compr .
kerienr wr,”‘r:'u_'.r of any “un

tinctly in

pretence, r true

Hlse, You are to
'.-I .- I' tivr
not f 1 expres

You find no mention of slaves or
You find nothing that deserids
3 1]::'.7 _,h.. badd 1t

tions,” or “ compromises,
in the bond.
of Slavery.
Slavery, except in the clause
under the I “hill
“laws ]rll]»:lirin_'__" the oblisations of o«
and -II'I'r'u'i\.’il-u “of Liberty without due pro

cess of law.” On the other hand, the proliihi

tion of these, by the “strict construction ™ of
the language, are prohibitions And
the guaranty, “to every State in this Union ™
of “a republican form of Government ™ is a
guaranty against Slavery, if vou abide by the
proper meaning of the langnage, )|

2. Try, next, the * spirit and intent ™ theorv,
taking along with you the antecedent and con
comitant historical facts, the action of the Con
tinental Congress against Slavery, the  Decly
ration of Independence,” the Articles of Confedl
eration, the Anti-Slavery sentiments and Inhors
of the principal framers—.Jay, Frauklin, Ham
ilton, and others—Mr. Jefferson’s notes on Vi
ginia, the general sentiment of the South: the
declarations of Madison, that the Convention
would not allow the Constitution to recosnise
the possibility of a right {8 property in man,
and of Patrick Henry, in the Convention for its
ratification in Virginia, that the Constitution
clearly gave Congress the power to aholish Sia
very in the States. Take up the preamble
the Constitution, mark its declared objects and
aims, observe the general scope and drift of
the instrument. See whether, in the light ot
all these, you can hone sty make out “the spir-
it and intent " of the Constitution to be less in
favor of Liberty, and against Slavery, than the
dead letter. .

3. When youn have tried the Constitution by
the two preceeding theories, take up the third
and see how much you ean change the result.
Like *strict construction,” it forbids vour look
ing into history or tradition for any * under
standings,” “ intentions,” or compromises, not
‘found explicitly in the instrument itself. Like
‘the spirit and intent ™ theory, it sends vou to
the in i!ﬁlltlhlt and the t-_\i-}i-‘il. for a clue
wherewith to unravel the disputable and the
dubious. It bids you decide doubtlul ar difh
cult provisions by the declared object and in-
tent. It forbids you to put sny construction
upon the language of the instrument, which
should make it permit the infringement of in-
herent rights, or pender it inconsistent with the
general system ol our institutions and laws, in-
cluding the common law, unless the meaning
be the enly meaning the words will bear, and
unless they are expressed with “irresistible
clearness.” It charges you net to constrae the
Constitution of your country so as to fasten
upon its founders the imputation of hypoerisy
and impiety in their “solema appeal to E:»:\ wn
for the rectitnde of their intentions ™ 1o support
inslicnable human rights, while their “ iutes,
tions " were to crush them in the dust, unless,
“ with irresistible clearmess,” their linguage de.
clares it ! WiLtian GouvperL.

1

names ol ilis ol

al Slavery.

~® The intention of the (imtraiment ssist prevall  This
Imtention must be colbreted from the words — U, 8 Sup

Cowrt, 12 Wheatan, 353
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